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January 21, 2021 
Dear Parishioners; 

  I am writing this week’s letter while watching the peaceful 
transfer of presidential power in the United States, from Donald Trump 
to Joseph Biden.  And I think that the difference between the two can 
be summed up by these two facts: Joseph Biden is starting his 
presidential journey by attending Catholic mass, and he invited the four 
top politicians of both parties to join him before the altar of the Lord.  
And Donald Trump, when he was once asked if he ever asked God for 
forgiveness answered; “Why would I ask for forgiveness when I have 
never done anything wrong.” 

Undeniably, Donald Trump enjoyed a popularity well beyond his 
merits, and he may very well have an influence beyond his presidency 
that no other president ever has.  The problem though, as I see it, 
before and after, is Donald Trump’s relationship with the truth.  

For Donald Trump, the truth is whatever serves his own purposes. 
And anyone who supported him had to cooperate in the casting of a 
long and dark shadow over truth, the very foundation of life itself.   

 One of the first decisions he made once assuming the office, is he 
had his press secretary insist to the world that his inauguration had the 
biggest crowd of any other president, even though pictures showed that 
Barack Obama’s first inauguration was a much bigger celebration.  And 
why wouldn’t it be?  The election of the first Black President should 
have been a bigger moment that the election of another old, white guy.   

But it was never about what Donald Trump could do for his 
country and the world, it was always about himself.  As one 
commentator pointed out; “Donald Trump was jealous of the press 
coverage that the virus was getting.”  And the truth has been under 
attack by Donald Trump with every passing day. 

But what his utter dishonesty achieved, was the laying bare of the 
truth that is in the heart of every American.  And too much of what was 



brought into the light by his lies is ugly and selfish and greedy.  Donald 
Trump normalized what most people had the shame to at least try and 
hide from the light, if not actually work to root out of their lives. 

I have a poster that shows a quote from every major religion that 
in one way or another expresses the “Golden Rule”.  Which for every 
Christian goes; “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” 

The cornerstone of every major religion is the understanding that 
we only advance if we all advance.  And that the work of faith, the work 
of staying in the good books of the God of our understanding, is to work 
against our tendency towards smallness, and to work against our 
willingness to settle for our security at the expense of others. 

Thankfully, the Holy Spirit always encourages us to be people of 
hope.  And my hope is that the self proclaimed truths about America 
and Americans; that all people are created equal under God, that the 
pursuit of happiness should not be at the expense of anyone else’ 
happiness, and that there is to be liberty and justice for all, will prove to 
be a stronger force than the politics of division and selfishness.   

So we will hold up in our prayers today our neighbours to the 
South, and we will ask God to bless all of the good intentions of the past 
four years, and to heal a divided nation.  And we’ll ask God to help the 
rest of the world to manage the challenges of life in away that will mark 
us as members of the one family of God.   

And we will remember Joe Biden, one of our own, and Kamala 
Harris, the first woman, and woman of colour, to ever grace the office 
of Vice-President, so that their hope and hard work for justice and 
peace will inspire a more profound respect for all life. 

 The following was the opening prayer offered at every mass 
through out the world today; 

 Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may be 
directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion.  Amen.  

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever.  

Pat Monette/Pastor   


