
Corpus Christi Parish 
PHONE: (250) 765-6869  

E-mail: corpuschristikelowna@shaw.ca 
www.corpuschristikelowna.com 

August 27, 2020 

Dear Parishioners; 

Last week, I wrote about Kamala Harris and how it was about time that a 

woman of colour was nominated for Vice-president of the United States.  But 

even as I wrote that letter, I could hear some of you asking; “And what about 

women in the Church?” 

And this is when a clerical career can go careening off the rails if one is not 

careful.  I remember the day in the seminary that I realized that the faculty would 

expect a serious seminarian to have less and less issues with the teachings of the 

Church.  That if a person agreed to become a priest, then he was also agreeing to 

work in step with the Magisterium or the leaders of the Church.  After all, the 

CEO of Coke doesn’t drink Pepsi.  And now that I have reduced this to the absurd, 

let me say a word about the Grass Roots of the Catholic community that often 

ends up driving the forces and courses of change. 

I remember hearing Fr. Charlie Mulvihill, of happy memory, tell a story 

about his mother testifying, to his delight, that his mother was actually a 

theologian (his words) and an instrument of the Holy Spirit (he meant that). 

He was speaking at a healing workshop for Project Racheal, and he was 

explaining how his mother always believed that, in spite of the Church’s teaching 

on Limbo, an unbaptized baby would be welcomed into the warm embrace of 

God in heaven.  That as kind as the teaching of Limbo was meant to be in its day, 

it no longer went far enough in revealing the mercy and compassion of our God.  

And years after her death, the Church has discouraged the promoting of Limbo 

because what was once considered kind about Limbo was now considered cruel.  

Such insight by Mrs. Mulvihill revealed the belief that with God, life is 

always moving towards the dawn.  And that as Martin Luther King Jr. professed, 

that the arc of history is always bending towards justice.  Such beliefs as these 

reveal a deep trust in the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus assures us has been sent to be 

our advocate, who will always plead our cause, and teach us everything that we 

need to know, and to remind us when we forget. 



  That means that those who believe that the Church won’t reach its full 

potential until women have as much of an opportunity to screw up the church as 

men do, could be right.  But like Mrs. Mulvihill, they may have to be satisfied with 

the generation that God is asking them to live in.  Meaning that the Holy Spirit, 

who always encourages mercy and compassion, may just be preparing the Church 

for some great awakening, but it may be another generation who benefit fully 

from this generation’s prayers and dreaming of new dreams for the Church.   

Keep in mind, that the job of the Magisterium, (the Pope, Cardinals and 

Bishops) is not to be radical.  Their job is to guard orthodoxy.  Meaning that their 

job is to protect what we already believe to be revealed by God, and to scrutinize 

what just might be a fuller revelation of the Truth, given to every generation by 

the Holy Spirit.  And keep in mind that we are a Universal Church, and what 

change one part of the world might be ready for, may not yet have even been 

imagined by our sisters and brothers around the world.  Not an easy balance.       

      This generation of Catholics have at our disposal, as examples and as prayers, 

countless heroes who in their life time, were once silenced or even martyred for 

what they believed to be the inspirations of the Holy Spirit, and who have been 

vindicated by history.  So if you have a vision of what you think is a more merciful 

and compassionate Church, ask the Holy Spirit if you are right.  If nothing else, 

the Holy Spirit always rewards those who want to be agents of God’s grace.  And 

if you are right, the Spirit will provide you with a vision that sustains your faith 

and that helps you to celebrate even the smallest steps forward. 

The good news for today is that just before the pandemic, I announced that 

Pope Francis had made history by appointing a woman to a management position 

for the running of the Secretary of State.  And I said at the time, that as small a 

light as that opening might provide, light always brings hope.  Well, a little while 

ago, Pope Francis established an Economic Council of 15 people to review the 

state of the Vatican Bank and Church finances, and this time Pope Francis 

appointed 6 women to the committee (7 lay people and 8 Bishops and Cardinals). 

So, we’ll pray that all members of that committee will be charming, and be 

charmed, so that our Church will be encouraged in this moment, to make good 

use of all of the gifts provided to the One Body of Christ by the Holy Spirit. 

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever. 

Pat Monette/Pastor 


