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December 24, 2020 
Dear Parishioners;   

 As I write this, in our remembering, Mary and Joseph are slowly 
making their way to Bethlehem to be counted amongst the census 
ordered by Caesar Augustus.  I know that in the Old Testament we 
are told that Bethlehem is to be the birth place of the Messiah, so it 
only makes sense that Jesus be born there.  But there is something 
about the fact that poor Mary gives birth on a journey and far from 
the comforts of home.   

Now, I’m not smart enough to figure out the importance of all 
the bits and pieces we find in scripture.  The fact is, I’m just smart 
enough to be your pastor (most days anyway).  So believe me when I 
say that I consider it a great blessing that I live on Rutland Road and 
not in some library in the Vatican.   

I really think that Jesus would have been very happy if He had 
spent His earthly days trying to rally the people of this parish.  We 
aren’t perfect by any means, but I am sure of this; we would all have 
been welcomed at the Manger.  And that is the thought that we 
should ponder and nurture as we make our way through this very 
unique Christmas season.  

Perhaps the significance of the Holy Family being on a journey 
isn’t so hard for us to grasp.  None of us get to stay here and we all 
need the grace of Jesus to redeem us.  So maybe the image of Joseph 
trying to care for his family, and Mary having to manage giving birth 
on her own, are all just invitations for us to put ourselves in the 
Christmas picture.   

So why not imagine yourself as a shepherd on the hills of 
Bethlehem when the Angels of God appear and break forth into song.  
Imagine how terrified we would be at that sight.  Keep in mind that 



the shepherds were probably not a band of nobles.  They would have 
been the ones who had good reasons to take a job of tending 
someone else’s sheep, far from town.  Which I think is why the 
Angels have to really encourage the terrified shepherds to head into 
town and to greet the birth of our Saviour on our behalf. 

What is also worth pondering; is how neither the shepherds, 
nor the Wisemen when it is their turn, find the need to stick around 
for very long.  The one, short encounter is enough for them all to 
continue their own journeys with a renewed hope and confidence in 
the life that they have been asked to live.   

And that is what I would like for all of us this Christmas.  The 
gift of a renewed purpose.  The gift of believing in our belonging.  
And the gift of believing in the life that we have been asked to live is 
worth living with hope and joy.  To be generous with even the little 
that we have been given so that God has something to bless 30, 60 
and even 100 fold so that we see ourselves as the instruments of 
God’s grace and blessing in the lives and journeys that we share. 

Now, so many parishioners have taken advantage of having a 
chance to make an Advent/Christmas visit to our Manger at the 
Church that we have decided to extend the “Open House”.  Kate will 
take reservations for a Church visit for Sunday December 27 through 
December 31 at half hour intervals, from 10am to 2pm daily.  The 
office number is 250-765-6869.   

The following is one of the prayers we offer in the Christmas 
Season; 

God our Father, every year we rejoice as we look forward to this 
feast of our salvation.  May we welcome Christ as our Redeemer, and 
meet Him with confidence when our pilgrimage is over.  We ask this 
through Jesus, Your Son and our Brother, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.    

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever.  

Pat Monette/Pastor  


