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July 30, 2020 

Dear Parishioners; 

 I am sitting here watching the Blue Jays beat up on the 
Washington Nationals, who are last year’s World Series Champs.  And I 
heard the news that something like half the Miami Marlins have tested 
positive for the Virus. 

 Like you, I am very tired with the rollercoaster that is life 
struggling to be normal during this pandemic.  And the necessary and 
unnecessary dramas taking place in the United States aren’t helping.   

We all knew that an election year would be enough of a circus all 
on its own, but you through in a pandemic, and a historic and heroic 
fight to right the terrible injustice of racism, (and hopefully any other 
“ism” that is only a thinly veiled attempt to subordinate or dominate 
one over another) and there are a lot of reasons these days to watch 
too much news. 

 Now I know that in the face of all that, the fate of baseball can 
seem terribly unimportant, and it is.  But as I have said before, of all the 
unimportant things in life, professional sports are the most important.  
You are free to substitute what you consider to be important that many 
others wouldn’t, like square dancing or bingo.  Or surely, anything that 
would get the kids out of the house. 

 Baseball, and hockey for that matter, are an attempt at being 
normal, and the problem is that the virus could shut them down before 
you know it.  And we here in Kelowna are watching Dr. Bonnie more 
than ever, to hear how our little outbreak is developing and how it 
might affect life for us going forward. 

 So what do we do with all this uncertainty?  The first thing we 
should do is find something to celebrate.  One of the real strengths of 
Corpus Christi parish is we are a very diverse parish.   And so, many of us 



are very hopeful in a very personal way, that the times we are living in 
will be a turning point, a turning towards justice and peace.   

 It is true, especially in the U.S., there are bad agents trying to 
hijack the work of justice in order to advance their own causes.  So we 
should be praying for a transformative justice that will be the highlight 
of this otherwise terrible pandemic.  If we don’t feel that we are 
affected by racism that much, then we should keep in mind those who 
are.  Their fight should be our fight because we all make up the one 
body of Christ.  And we should be in the fight so that we will share in the 
victory.  We could all use a win about now. 

 On the weekend we heard from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans 
when he assured us; “…we know that all things work together for good 
for those who love God…”  So praying and working for justice will always 
be blessed by God and it is a way for us to be positive and hopeful in an 
otherwise very challenging time. 

 And when it comes to things that bring us a joyful distraction like 
professional sports, we have to learn to enjoy what we have and to live 
in the moment, so that we don’t worry about tomorrow but enjoy what 
the day has to offer.  As Jesus has taught us; “Don’t worry about 
tomorrow, tomorrow will have enough problems of its own.” 

 It isn’t always easy to do.  So we need to stay on top of our good 
nature.  Like the person who found a treasure in a field and they sold 
everything they had and bought the land, we have to be careful to 
guard our good nature and not buy into the fears and uncertainties that 
whirl around us and that can leave us only feeling more alone, and more 
frustrated and more uncertain. 

 Again, not easy to do, but that’s what Jesus meant when He told 
us that parable, that we should sell everything that does not feed the 
soul and let lie all that will only rob us of our peace and in doing so, find 
a lasting peace for all people of goodwill. 

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever.   

Pat Monette 
Pastor     


