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April 1, 2021 
Dear Parishioners; 

 On the cross, Jesus cries out; “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?”  When I was at the seminary, a professor explained that 

Jesus was quoting the psalms while on the cross.  So I looked it up and 

sure enough, that is the line from the beginning of psalm 22.  But I think 

that we do Jesus, and ourselves, a great disservice if we imagine Jesus 

quoting scripture when in fact He was living it.  

 I don’t know why we have the need to rob Jesus of His humanity.  

On the cross, Jesus discovered the full weight of His humanity, the 

despair and the loneliness that can be so much apart of the human 

condition.  (I think that is why we are so bad at dying even though it will 

happen to all of us, because we do it alone and the result is our 

separation from everything that we have known.) 

 Jesus is always fully God and fully human, which is a unique 

experience that must have brought its own sense of aloneness and 

loneliness.  So we have to be careful that we do not make the mistake 

of thinking that Jesus was able to switch from one to the other to avoid 

what we cannot. 

 Jesus disappointed all of His followers when He used the power 

that He had used to raise people from the dead not to avoid the cross, 

but to stay on the cross.  Jesus chose to live His own commandments to 

love our neighbours and to forgive from the heart in what you could call 

a radical act of self-giving.  And He lived that choice in His humanity, to 

the point that He felt an absolute separation even from the Father, who 

had encouraged all of this in the first place.  We need to give Jesus His 

humanity so that we will embrace our own, and so that we will trust 

that what we suffer, Jesus suffers with us. 



I remember watching a documentary, and they were interviewing 

a woman in a back alley, a woman who obviously had spent years and 

years as a prostitute and as a drug addict.  She looked into the camera 

and with so much despair said; “I just want someone to love me.” 

 And Jesus, our Brother, is now perfectly able to understand her 

and to offer her hope, and if not in this life then in the next.  This 

woman is exactly the person why Jesus willingly descended into hell.  He 

went because He is the salvation of all.  To be clear, she needed Jesus to 

save her not because she went to hell, but because she lived hell here 

on earth.  With Jesus, there is always the hope of a new dawn. 

This Pandemic has asked a lot from each of us.  So I suggest to you 

that even as we open ourselves to the sufferings of Jesus, that we keep 

one eye on Easter, and let the Holy Spirit remind us that Jesus is 

victorious, that He has conquered sin and death.  Both those sins that 

have been committed against us, and those of our own making that 

leave us ashamed, lonely and desperate for the healing light of Christ.   

         For Jesus is the mediator, the bridge that allows us to find our way, 

get lost and find our way again, and again and again.  On the cross, Jesus 

lived a radical act of self-giving for each of us.  And this is the perfect 

year for us to claim Jesus as our Brother and our friend in the fight. 

  The following is a prayer that pulls together the Holy Week experience; 

 Loving Lord, today we remember the veil of darkness transforming 

to the brightest light. The most dreadful end becoming the most 

beautiful beginning. We remember with trembling hearts the depths of 

despair fading to reveal hope everlasting. The curse of death defeated 

by eternal life. Today we remember with thankfulness your willingness 

to be pierced for our sins. We sing with abounding joy of your 

miraculous rise, from death’s tomb to resplendent life. Thank you for the 

promise of heaven and your generous invitation of eternal life. Amen. 

 May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever.  

Pat Monette/Pastor 


