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March 11, 2021 
Dear Parishioners; 

 I read over last week’s letter and I want to speak more clearly 
about our relationship with God so that we will run and not grow 
weary.   

If we have grown weary with the Lord, then that is because we 
are uncertain.  For instance, the problem with this Pandemic is that the 
goal posts keep getting moved.  If we knew when it would end and we 
would get back to a new normal, then we could plan for it and have a 
strategy for managing our expectations.  In the same way, we need to 
get rid of the uncertainties with our relationship with God if we have a 
hope of living life as the gift it is meant to be. 

Consider the promises that Jesus makes to us His disciples in Luke 
11:9-11; “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you 
will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who 
asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened.” 

So great!  Jesus is inviting us to discover the wonders of God.  But 
who of us is going to ask if the answer is always “No”?  And who of us is 
going to search if all we ever find is guilt?  And who of us is going to 
find the courage to knock on that door if we are afraid that behind that 
door is a dragon?  I always say that Catholics don’t like to read their 
bibles because they are afraid they are going to find another don’t, (at 
least that has been my hesitation on too many occasions). 

Our expectations of what we are going to find when we seek the 
Lord will determine if we will spend our courage and pick up our 
crosses and follow Jesus.  If we could only exchange some of our 
uncertainty of God with curiosity say, then we would be much more 
likely to feel that Jesus is a supportive companion rather than a score 
keeper.   



We could say that the first words spoken by Jesus to the Disciples 
were; “Come and see”, and His lasts words were; “Go and do.”  And 
now that Jesus has been triumphant over sin and death, Jesus can 
speak both to us each day.  We have to hear both invitations or we will 
grow weary from the work.   

The following is from the opening prayer of last Sunday’s mass; 
“O God, author of every mercy and of all goodness, who in fasting, 
prayer and almsgiving have shown us a remedy for sin, look graciously 
on this confession of our lowliness, that we, who are bowed down by 
our conscience, may always be lifted up by your mercy…”   

What Jesus is telling us is that with Him, we are never stuck, that 
the clock never runs out.  That in just the same way that we can get 
ourselves into trouble, that at least with God, we can make a new set 
of choices that will help us regain our peace. 

 The Church teaches that Jesus is the mediator between God and God’s 
creation.  So Jesus is like a bridge but without a toll.  Yes, we can get 
ourselves into terrible spots; but with Jesus, there is always a way back.   

God is not a good luck charm, God is meaning and purpose.  And 
we will not live life and faith as a gift until we are convinced that all 
God needs from us is a humble and contrite heart, a heart that is open 
to being guided by the Spirit.  And if all else fails, there is always the 
hope of purgatory. 

The following is a prayer first spoken by St. Anselm back 
sometime in the 11th century.  In this prayer, St. Anselm shows that he 
has come to understand that it is when we try to keep our distance 
from God that weariness is sure to set in; 

“I put aside my weighty cares and leave my wearisome toils for a 
while.  I abandon myself to you, O God, and rest for a little in You.  I 
enter the inner chamber of my soul, and seek only God and the things 
that can help me in my quest for you.  Come then, Lord my God, teach 
my heart where and how to look for you, where and how to find you.” 

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever.  

Pat Monette/Pastor 


