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Dear Parishioners; 
 I had been wondering what I would write about this week 
because, as you know, I am always thinking.  But I wisely told myself to 
just let it rest, that life was moving with such a frantic buzz that what I 
might write mid-week could be outdated when it came time to type.  
And then some very sad news started coming out of Nova Scotia about 
a shooting rampage, that is now considered the worst in Canadian 
history.   

 As always, the RCMP are being very cautious about letting out 
any news, so we don’t want to speculate or start any rumours, but it 
does seem to have been premeditated.  He started out with a plan, and 
then just started trying to cause as much damage as possible.  Our 
hearts and prayers go out to all the victims and especially those whose 
only reason for being a part of this tragedy, is because they choose to 
put themselves in harms way to keep us safe.  These are certainly the 
days of heroes.   

 To honor them and to better ourselves, why don’t we take out an 
old, historic resentment and take a new look at it.  And maybe in the 
process, rid ourselves of a little of the edges that can creep into our 
character, without our even realizing it. 

 The opening line for last week’s Gospel read; “It was evening on 
the day Jesus rose from the dead, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 
the Jews.” The Jewish people have suffered terribly through out the 
centuries, and especially in the last one, because they are blamed for 
the death of Jesus.  And because they have been forced to live with this 
stigma for so long, the Jewish people have been easy targets for all 
kinds of calumny, slander and hatred. 



 The fact is, “the Jews” didn’t kill Jesus, we did.  (Now, you’ve read 
this far so don’t give up on me now.)  We can say that particular people 
were responsible for abandoning Jesus, and particular people were 
responsible for betraying Jesus, and particular people were responsible 
for causing Jesus to suffer and to die.  But to blame a single race of 
people rather than all of us, is to miss a fundamental point of why Jesus 
came to testify to the Truth. 

 We are all in this together.  In St. Paul’s first letter to the 
Corinthians (ch.12, v. 12,13.) he states; “Just as a human body, though 
it is made up of many parts, is a single unit…, so it is with Christ.  In the 
one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as 
citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink.”   

The fault of those who were personally responsible for Jesus 
death, was their human weakness, not their race.  Which is why I can 
say that we killed Jesus as much as any other person.   

For instance, if I was around in Jesus’ day, then I can only 
presume that I would be of the priestly class and I would absolutely 
have been right in the middle of the Pharisees and Sadducees and 
Levites who saw Jesus as a threat to their livelihood.  It is far too 
egotistical for me to think that I would have done anything different 
than what the Authorities did to Jesus.  I would have been screaming 
“Crucify Him, Crucify Him” as loudly as all the rest.  

And if I was a disciple, I can only hope that I would not have been 
Judas, but I would surely have run away and denied Jesus at least as 
vigorously as St. Peter did.     

 Jesus suffered because of humanity, of which we are all apart.  
And to blame someone else, as if we would have done differently, is to 
embrace a sin of such pride that we may always be blinded to the Truth 
of mercy and compassion, that every human is also desperately in need 
of, from the one who suffered for us all. 

 Authority has a particular ability to corrupt a person’s character 
and soul, and to blind them.  So if we want to blame those in authority 



for Jesus’ death that is ok.  As long as we work to eliminate the “Sin of 
Authority” in our own lives; the sin of wanting to lord anything over 
anyone else for any reason.   

 Try pondering this thought; “What we want for ourselves, we 
must want for everyone.”  It kind of ruins every day dream we have 
ever had about winning the lottery doesn’t it?   

I think that it is the key to understanding the Christian faith 
though, especially when we all have certain people that we love and 
that we are responsible for above others.   

Some of those in authority who wanted Jesus eliminated, were 
afraid that if He were to be the Messiah, they might not be able to feed 
their families or keep them safe.  Which is a very practical motivation 
that we can all sympathize with, because we all suffer from the same 
limitations.  For the truth is; if our desires to serve do not reach further 
than our ability to serve, then we aren’t doing this right.  

The fact is, the ideals of the faith set out by Jesus leave us all in 
need of redemption.  And that fact is meant to help us listen for the 
Good News, and encourage us to want to be people of mercy and 
compassion.  Blinding ourselves to our own limitations while looking 
for faults in others, deafens our ability to hear Jesus invite us to cast 
our burdens upon Him and to find our rest and peace in Him.  When we 
want to dominate, we grow deaf to the Holy Spirit.  Wow, is this getting 
heavy or what?   

I think that we are going to find out that the person responsible 
for the mass shooting in Nova Scotia allowed his resentments to fester 
over years and years, and that those resentments and hurts became 
more powerful to him than the love and kindness he also received in 
his life.   

Lucky for us, there is something that we can do to help the 
victims, and, to open ourselves to the Lord.  And that is for us to check 
our own hearts, and to let the Holy Spirit heal us from what keeps us 
from being at peace with life, and the struggles that come with it.   



 The best description of heaven that I have been able to scrape 
together goes like this; “Heaven is a place where love is always 
welcomed and where love is always returned.”  Take some time to 
imagine how it will be like to live without any fear of rejection or fear of 
being dominated, for ourselves or anyone else.  And then we should 
ask ourselves how we can do a better job of living heaven here, in this 
time and in this place.   

Doing it as a spiritual exercise will be a prayer that the Father will 
multiply 30, 60 or even 100 fold for all of our sisters and brothers in the 
world who, especially now, need a little grace to help them be people 
of hope and gratitude in spite of their crosses, and especially our sisters 
and brothers in Nova Scotia.  

The following is some timely advice from Mother Teresa, that 
encourage us to keep fighting the good fight regardless of the results, 
because the Holy Spirit always rewards us when we pick up our crosses 
and follow Jesus. 

People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self centered. Forgive 
them anyway.  If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior 
motives. Be kind anyway. 

If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some 
genuine enemies. Succeed anyway.  If you are honest and sincere people 
may deceive you. Be honest and sincere anyway. 

What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight. Create 
anyway.  If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. Be happy 
anyway. 

The good you do today, will often be forgotten. Do good anyway.  
Give the best you have, and it will never be enough. Give your best anyway.   

In the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was never between 
you and them anyway.  

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever.   

Pat Monette 
Pastor 


