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Dear Parishioners;  I don’t want to brag or sound pompous, although they 

are two of my strengths, but a number of years ago I started adding St. 

Joseph’s name in the mass when we recognize the saints and ask for their 

prayers.  I’m not sure why I decided to do that, except that, of course, St. 

Joseph certainly earned our admiration and gratitude. 

And so I was very surprised when not that long after I started doing 

that, Rome sent out a notice stating that everywhere through out the 

church and when ever the mass is offered, we are to include St. Joseph by 

name as we call on the community of saints to help us on our journeys of 

faith.  I obviously had caught the universal wave of awareness and renewed 

appreciation for St. Joseph as a key figure in the life of Jesus and in the life 

of the church.   

   It was actually a wonderful affirmation for me that the Holy Spirit is alive 

and well in the church, lighting the path of wisdom in a way that rewards 

faithfulness like St. Joseph’s, and that encourages us to find our purpose 

and meaning in life by choosing love, healing and a generous heart.   

And the fact that the Holy Spirit encouraged me to honour St. Joseph 

as the Spirit did, made me feel as if the Spirit has the time and the desire to 

encourage little old me.  And now I know I am sounding pompous, but the 

fact is Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to all believers.  So if you think that a 

priest has more access to the Holy Spirit than you do, then you are your 

own stumbling block.  The Holy Spirit cares for all of us and in equal 

measure, so if I am saying that the Holy Spirit has time for me, then I am 

also saying that the Holy Spirit certainly has time for you too.  So you see, it 

turns out that instead of being pompous, I am actually humble and wise, 

who would have guessed? 

So, when Jesus promises to send us the Holy Spirit, He explains what 

the Spirit will do for us, and one of the jobs of the Spirit is to remind us.  



Well, it turns out that a pandemic is a perfect time for us to be reminded to 

look to St. Joseph as a role model for the servant’s role, as we are all being 

asked to make great sacrifices for the common good of all.  By inspiring our 

devotion to St. Joseph, the Holy Spirit was actually preparing us for the 

pandemic long before it hit, so chins up. 

I read that Pope Francis wrote a letter about St. Joseph entitled Patris 

corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), in which Pope Francis describes Saint 

Joseph as; “…a beloved father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an 

accepting father; a father who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father 

in the shadows... and that In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God, the one 

that helps us accept our weakness, because it is through and despite our fears, 

our frailties, and our weakness that most divine designs are realized.” 

For me, the most important decision that St. Joseph made, was to say 

yes to the Angel’s invitation to get over himself and to choose to love Mary 

again, after he heard that Mary was pregnant and he wasn’t the father.   

We all need to choose the path of healing whenever it is offered, so that we 

can be set free from our hurts and disappointments and so that we can find 

new purpose and new meaning in this one life, that we are being asked to 

live so far from our ultimate home of heaven.  It wasn’t easy for St. Joseph 

to choose grace, and it isn’t easy for us either.  But if we take the time to 

really imagine the life of St. Joseph, his struggles and his triumphs, then the 

Holy Spirit will show us how to make the best of our gift of faith and how to 

get the most out of our journeys that are leading us home. 

 I tried finding a prayer asking for St. Joseph’s intercessions and to be 

honest, our prayers need to get up to speed with our admiration for St. 

Joseph, so I wrote one myself; Dear St. Joseph, thank you for choosing to love 

again in spite of your broken heart.  Teach us to trust in the healing and new life 

that Jesus your son and our brother has promised to all those who will pick up 

their crosses daily and follow him.  We entrust ourselves and the world to your 

prayers and we ask for the courage to act generously and courageously for the 

common good of all.  Help us to count our blessings, to be thankful and to be 

generous without counting the cost.  Amen. 

 May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever. Pat Monette/Pastor   


