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April 22, 2021 
Dear Parishioners; 

 On Tuesday, the world waited for and then heard the verdict in the 
case against former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin in the murder 
trial of Mr. George Floyd.  Guilty on all counts. 

 The fact that the world was watching this case, and that so many 
people were worried about how the justice system would process such stark 
video evidence, is a sign of the need for change in our world.  Too many 
people in our world are desperate to be treated with dignity and respect.   

Canadian Catholics do have our Development and Peace that helps 
each of us to reach out and into the world, so that some will declare that 
their prayers were heard and that their prayers were answered because of 
us.  But what about closer to home and what about our neighbours? 

 I have to say, that when I saw the verdict being announced on TV, I was 
surprised at how relieved I was.  There should have been no doubt in this 
case.  But the fact that there should have been no doubt, and the affect that 
anything less than true justice would have had on the Black community in the 
US and here at home and around the world, meant that the world needed 
this win.   

Truth has been under attack; and without truth there can be no 
community or common-unity.  Truth is what unites us in our common 
purposes.  For instance, the truth that there is beauty in this world is a 
fundamental human experience common to all.  And it is an experience that 
has inspired greatness, and a unity of purpose, and even joy in just being 
alive.  We don’t always agree on what is beautiful, but no one doubts that 
beauty exists and that if we had enough talent, we can all produce it.   

And maybe if we all absolutely believed, that we are beautiful in God’s 
eyes, we wouldn’t be so quick to divide ourselves up and pit beauty against 
beauty until the world asks; “What is truth?”.   

The problem is that if I allow that any one human life can be sacrificed 
for whatever reason, then there begins to creep within me the doubt that I 
would survive someone else’s judgement.  And we begin to suspect first one, 
and then everyone else, including God.      



One of the real challenges of life is that we have to eat every day, and 
most of us are responsible for feeding a few others.  The disciple though, has 
to be willing to do the work of meeting our challenges without turning our 
neighbours into enemies.    

But you know, before I could take any relief from the triumph of justice 
for Mr. George Floyd and his family and community, the very first news 
analyst was quick to say that they were not relieved at all.  That they took no 
joy in the day’s events.  I actually said out loud; “Come on, at least give us a 
moment to exhale and to be grateful for justice and for peace and for the 
potential for change.” 

I am trying to listen better, and so I set aside my own emotional needs 
and tried to understand what a person, who could have been in Mr. Floyd’s 
place, is feeling.  And he said that; “If it took such clear video evidence, and 
so much street protests and global interest to get justice for one black man, 
then the system is not working.”  And he is right.   

Except that fellow police officers spoke up this time.  And the Truth 
that Jesus died for; (“For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the Truth.  Everyone who belongs to the Truth listens to my voice.”) 
has its own power to heal.  And maybe this is the experience that allows 
good people to push back against the darkness of racism and the need to 
dominate and subordinate even one other person.  Hope can be expensive 
though, if it has let you down many times before.  

Now, we are little people.  So we can’t solve the world’s problems.  But 
if, for instance, when we say grace we remember all those who will go to bed 
hungry tonight, then we will be open to the whole truth of what the Holy 
Spirit wants to teach us about the value of each neighbour.  And rather than 
loosing our appetite, we will enjoy our food with a grateful heart, a heart that 
can grow in the virtue of generosity and compassion that is worthy of the 
faith we have in Jesus, and the faith that the Holy Spirit has in us.  

And so for the souls of all those who have died and especially Mr. 
George Floyd and all those who have suffered and died unjustly: 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
them.  May they rest in peace.  And may the souls of all the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever.  

Pat Monette/Pastor      


