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November 12, 2020 
Dear Parishioners; The Diocese of Nelson has a reputation across Canada for its 
generosity.  The records have always shown that per capita, or per person, we far 
surpass in our giving to Development and Peace almost every other Diocese in 
Canada.  A fact for which we should all be very proud. 

  They should study us and figure out how it is that we got this so right, 
because our support of the great work of Development and Peace is so important 
to so many of our Sisters and Brothers in the Developing World who need our 
help just to survive.  What we need to remember about Development and Peace 
is it is not just a Catholic good work, it is the work of the Catholic community in 
Canada.  Meaning that if we don’t support it, there is no one else to pick up the 
slack.  Development and Peace is ours and we will be remembered for its great 
work, now and for all eternity. 

 One of the great leaps that a person of faith has to make if they are going 
to make the most of their life as a disciple of Jesus, is understanding the 
difference between the works of charity and justice. 

 Charity is a good and generous choice that meets an immediate need.  A 
person is thirsty so we give them something to drink, and their thirst goes away, 
temporarily, and we walk away feeling good about ourselves.  But we cross the 
line from charity and into justice when we ask the question; “Why are they not 
able to care for themselves?” 

       The following is a quote from Helder Camara, the late Archbishop of Recife in 
Brazil in response to his work amongst the poor.  He observed; “When I give 
people food to eat, they call me a saint.  But when I ask the question; ‘Why are 
they hungry?’ they call me a communist.” 

Social Justice isn’t just more charity.  Social Justice is a willingness by the believer 
to square their shoulders to the world and continue to claim this time and this 
place as God’s Kingdom.  We act justly when we are willing to be Christian 
Witnesses to Jesus in the world in spite of all of the crosses that others must 
endure. The reason that we tend to avoid the challenges of Justice, is because we 
can never do enough to quench them. But we are not asked to fix Justice in the 



world, we are asked to live it. We are asked by our faith in a merciful God, to care 
for the lives of others even and especially when all we can do is cry with them. 

 I hope that this doesn’t sound too self-serving, but I started to imagine 
what life must be like for those poor people who are living in Refugee Camps so 
that I would really know what to pray for.  I have to say that I was nervous about 
doing it.  I was worried that my faith wouldn’t be able to absorb such honesty 
about life here on earth.   

But I do believe that Jesus is nailed to everyone of our crosses.  And I do 
believe that as one member of the Body of Christ, my empathy and my 
willingness to open my heart makes a healing difference as St. Paul assures us. So 
really, I was only trying to do what I keep telling you to do.   

And you know what, I actually started to feel better about the world and 
the different trials that we all have to wrestle with as part of our life’s journeys.  
What I heard in my heart was this; “They have life”.  Granted, it isn’t the life we 
would want for ourselves or even for most of our enemies, but as some bright 
person once said; “Where there is life there is hope.”  We could say that where 
there is life there is Jesus.   

Jesus is in the midst of His people and therefore we should not be afraid to 
look for Him amongst the least of our Sisters and Brothers, because if we do, we 
will find Him, and we will discover the life giving water so that we will never be 
thirsty again.  And we know our faith is like that, for we always gain grace when 
we are willing to give our hearts away. 

God willing, we will come face to face with these sisters and brothers of 
ours in heaven, and wouldn’t it be handy if they had something nice to say about 
us?  Won’t it be nice if at the Gates of Heaven they turned to Jesus and said; “I 
know this one, let them in.”  Please see the bulletin to learn how you can support 
our great work of Development and Peace.  

 The following prayer is from this year’s Development and Peace campaign;  
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of 
your creatures. You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon 
us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, 
that we may live as brothers and sisters, Amen.    

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever. Pat Monette/Pastor      


