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June 11, 2020 

Dear Parishioners; 

 On the weekend I spoke about the role of the Holy Spirit and then 
I shared some thoughts about the issue of racism.  And I thought that 
since less than 60 people heard the sermon, that it was worthwhile 
sharing it with the whole parish.  So the following is the sermon and 
after that I will say a few word about how we are gathering now for 
mass. 

THE SERMON  

We are supposed to keep the service as short as possible, 
including the sermon.  But I know that you have missed me telling 
you how to live your lives, so I don’t want to disappoint you by 
cutting it out altogether. 

 This is the feast of the Blessed Trinity, but I only have time to 
talk about one of them and so I want to say a word about the Holy 
Spirit. 

 We know a lot about the Father and we know even more 
about Jesus the Son, but the bible is very, very vague about the 
Holy Spirit.  The bible used wind, tongues of fire and a dove to 
symbolize the Holy Spirit, but they tell us nothing about what or 
who the Spirit is. 

 We do know the job of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is able to Ascend 
to the Father and leave us here because He trusts the Spirit.  Jesus 
says of the Spirit;  

“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, 
to be with you forever… the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind 



you of all that I have said to you and the Spirit will always plead 
your cause.” 

 I think that the reason that we know so little about the Spirit, 
is so that we won’t hesitate to seek out the Spirit.  In the Spirit, God 
is able to reveal God’s self to us in a way that is unique to each 
person, so that there are no stumbling blocks to our growing 
nearer.  At different times the Holy Spirit is referred to as both He 
and She so that our own experiences in life of he’s or she’s 
shouldn’t keep us from seeking the Spirit.   

 And how do we get to know the Spirit so that we will learn to 
trust the Spirit?  We have to listen, and we have to want to be the 
student of the Holy Spirit, even if it means taking the risk of having 
to change the way that we live our lives.   

The Spirit doesn’t push us though, and the Spirit doesn’t judge 
us, so there is no reason not to at least give the Spirit a chance to 
speak to our hearts. For if the Spirit wants us to move, the Spirit will 
provide the gifts and the rewards we need to accomplish that goal. 

Now, the last thing that anyone wants to hear these days, is 
the opinions of a middle aged white man on the subject of racism.  
It is way too easy to minimize or dismiss what we do not 
understand from our own experiences.  And because that is true, I 
am sure that any person of colour who is reading this letter is 
anxiously holding their breath because they do not want to be 
disappointed, again, by someone like me.  And probably being less 
disappointed than they thought they would be, will be considered a 
success. 

 Which is why I have been agonizing over what to say about 
racism because it is so very important to those who feel it and to 
those who suffer from it everyday of their lives.  A person of color 
knows that racism, overt or quiet, lurks around every corner.   

 And sometimes the quiet racism a person of colour has to 
endure on a daily basis, is more hurtful than blatant and overt 



racism, because then at least the racist knows that they are a racist.  
While the “Nice” white person who does nothing to change the 
system, provides no hope to the person of colour that there will 
ever be a significant, societal change.  And every heart needs hope. 

The fact is that in this country, whites control the 
government, whites control the police, whites run the legal system 
and whites run the banks, and most white people have no idea 
what it is like to be a person of colour in this country on a daily 
basis, me included most especially.   

 Well, like with the Holy Spirit, we have to be willing to be a 
student of each other.  We have to learn to listen and to trust what 
we are hearing.  And we have to understand that people will only 
want to share with us, if we are willing to be the change that is 
needed in order for us to be a person of healing and peace.   

And that is true whether the issue is; racism, poverty, drug 
addiction, mental illness, sexism or violence in the home.  For 
instance; why do most sexual crimes go unreported?  Because the 
victims do not believe that the system will protect them.  And too 
many people feel the exact same way about the system that is 
meant to serve them. 

Now, I am getting way in over my head at this point.  I don’t 
know how we as a society can address all of the issues that are out 
of wack.  I don’t know what it means to defund the police.  But I do 
know that if every citizen were to be willing to listen and to be 
responsible for the whole, then we would be able to figure out a 
path forward.  

 The Good News is that what we believe as people of faith, is 
that if we seek and find the Holy Spirit, then we will discover, in a 
profound and life changing way, that we are all one in the Spirit.  
And we will find the courage and wisdom we need to be an agent 
of change that creates hope and healing. 



So we’ll ask the Holy Spirit to give us the courage we need to 
see the world as it really is, so that we will rise to the challenge of 
being a disciple of Jesus, the brother and friend, of us all. (The End) 

OK, so I was on a conference call with the Bishop this morning 
about how opening the churches went on the first weekend.  The first 
result was that lots of people are feeling hesitant about returning to 
church.  On the weekend we had 20 people at the 5:30pm on Saturday 
and we had 25 people at the 9am and 20 people at the 11am masses. 

We will continue with the sign-up process for another week and 
we will asses it the following week.  Again, for those who receive this 
letter by email, you can access the Doddle sign up at our website 
starting at 3pm Tuesday.  And those who receive this letter by mail can 
start to phone in at 3pm Thursday with the cut off being Friday at 3pm.   
I think that people are finding it a challenge to plan so far ahead but 
hopefully you will have heard how organized we are here. 

One change we are going to make is that people will be able to 
exit through the front doors rather than the side exit.  I think that some 
people found the metal steps difficult to maneuver.  As long as we keep 
our Social Distancing, we should be able to exit through the front with 
out causing problems.   

I also want to remind everyone that the Thursday and Friday 
morning masses are reserved for our seniors, those with vulnerabilities 
and those with mobility issues who otherwise would not attend a 
weekend mass.  These masses went very well this week and our 
willingness to make allowances for our seniors was very much 
appreciated.  They will probably really like not having to negotiate the 
side exit stairs. 

I want to discuss our Pilgrimage of Faith and the idea of paving 
that I and the parish council had proposed, but that will have to wait for 
another day.  If you have an opinion about that project, please let the 
office know.  It doesn’t look like it is a very popular idea. 

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever.   

Pat Monette/Pastor   


