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September 24, 2020 
Dear Parishioners; 
 I was asked to say a little more about the devotion of “Mary 
the Undoer of Knots” and a story came to mind that helps us 
understand the role that Mary plays in our salvation.  It goes;  

“Jesus and St. Peter were working at the Pearly Gates one 
day, deciding who should get in and who should not.  One poor soul 
was left outside the gates only to be seen later on walking around 
inside.  Jesus said to St. Peter; ‘Hey, what gives?’  And St. Peter said 
to Jesus; ‘Hey, it’s not me.  It’s your Mom, she keeps letting them in 
the back door.’” 

 Now, I know that for this little story to make a point about 
Mary, it has to throw Jesus and St. Peter under the bus, but you get 
the idea.  As I said in a sermon not too long ago;  

“Mary has a special role in our lives because she raised Jesus 
and when Mary told Him to do something He did it, like at the 
Wedding Feast at Cana.  Sure He made wine from water, but more 
importantly, He took His first great leap into His public ministry 
when He was unsure of the road ahead for Himself, and especially 
for His Mother Mary. 

 And when the chips are down and the knots seem impossibly 
tight, we can be too timid to approach God directly, and so we ask 
for the help of the Saints who now stand near to God, and to Mary 
especially, who always encourages us to hope in her Son.” 

 The icon of “Mary Undoer of Knots” was first commissioned 
around the year 1640, by a couple who were having their troubles 
and knew that they needed a new beginning if they were to have a 
loving marriage.  And it is Pope Francis who has worked hard to 
promote this particular devotion of Mary in our day. 



 Well, the Grotto is kind of like our back door.  Before the 
Pandemic we tried to keep the doors of the Church open as much as 
we could, but there are limits.  And so one of the messages of the 
Grotto to our neighbours, is that even if they don’t feel welcomed 
to try our doors, or if they did and they were locked, we still think 
that God wants to hear their prayers. 

         I think that offering the general public a place to come and rest 
a while, is a strong affirmation of our belief in the power of their 
prayers even and especially when they don’t, and when life, for 
whatever reason, has placed them between a rock and a hard place. 

 We are going to put up a sign with the new Mosaic explaining 
Mary’s role as “Undoer of Knots” explaining why she is a source of 
our hope.  That no matter how big a knot we may have before us, 
and no matter if we tied it ourselves or others have done it for us, 
all knots before the Lord are slip knots.  That the knots of a person 
who approaches with a humble and contrite heart are always 
undoable, and in the next life if not in this one. 

 We will also ask the person to pray for the various outreaches 
that the Catholic Community of Kelowna supports.  By asking for 
the person’s prayers, we are reinforcing our belief that all prayers 
are powerful, even and especially those that are desperate.  And if 
we attach the names and contact information of the various 
outreaches, then the person will have access to the information 
that they need, perhaps, to leave the Grotto with more hope than 
when they arrived. 

 The following is a prayer written by Pope Francis asking for 
Mary’s intercession as the “Undoer of Knots”; 

 Through your grace, your intercession and your example 
deliver us from all evil, Our Lady, and untie the knots that prevent us 
from being united with God, so that we, free from sin and error, may 
find Him in all things, may have our hearts placed in Him, and may 
serve Him always in our brothers and sisters. Amen.  

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever. 
Pat Monette/Pastor      


