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October 8, 2020 
Dear Parishioners; 
 For some people, Thanksgiving is just an excuse for a long 

weekend.  Whereas, for the Disciples of Jesus, it really has to be a way 

of life if we are going to get the most out of our gift of faith.   

Now, having said that, the question that is on the minds of many 

people this Thanksgiving is; is it wrong to be grateful for the Pandemic 

because this year it means not having to put up with some family 

members and some in-laws who would have stopped by, eaten all 

your food and would have taken the opportunity to tell you what is 

wrong with your religion or your politics?   

Well, my first thought is that if you are able to find any good 

coming out of this Pandemic then go for it.  In fact, if this year you are 

grateful that you get to spend a quiet Thanksgiving without having to 

be rude to people you would rather not see, then let your hearts sing.   

My advice is don’t miss an opportunity to be happy for small 

favours when the Pandemic has asked so much from us and will do so 

until there is some kind of a vaccine. If we happen to be able to avoid 

certain people who the Irish like to say get up our noses, without 

having to be at all rude to them, then enjoy every bit of it.   

Be sure to bring your gratitude to mind as often as you can, all 

day long for as long as you can, before and after Thanksgiving, so that 

your joy can have the most and best impact on you, so that you are 

nicer to be around those people that you can’t avoid.  If our gratitude 

for this one thing makes us better company for other people, then 

why not enjoy it while you can. 



Now, at every mass we offer this statement of faith; “It is truly 

right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to 

give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.” 

Since God is a perfect being and doesn’t need anything from us, 

we have no leverage over God.  And so we have to come to terms with 

the fact that God, unlike any other relationship that we have, is just 

being generous and our only real response to life itself, and every 

other blessing, is gratitude. 

And I think that if we are going to cultivate the habit and virtue 

of gratitude then we need to have a firm foundation.  And that 

foundation is the rock solid belief that life is always better than no life.   

For if we are grateful for life itself, then everything that happens 

after that is negotiable.  And rather than seeing life’s events as being 

good or bad, the real question becomes, how will God make good 

come from my challenges?   

If I am grateful for life itself, then I am much better able to 

manage the crosses that are a part of my journey in this life because if 

I am grateful for life itself, then I can trust that with God, life is always 

turning towards the dawn.  And if I believe that, then I will always be 

able to end each prayer with the words that set us free; “But Lord, let 

your will be done.”  I came across this prayer of Thanksgiving; 

Thank you, Father, for having created us and given us to each 

other in the human family. Thank you for being with us in all our joys 

and sorrows, for your comfort in our sadness, your companionship in 

our loneliness. Thank you for yesterday, today, tomorrow and for the 

whole of our lives. Thank you for friends, for health and for grace. May 

we live this and every day conscious of all that has been given to us.  

Amen. 

May God be gracious to us and bless us, now and forever. 
Pat Monette/Pastor      


